
Notice of Decisions Taken Under Delegated Powers 
by the Executive on Tuesday, 21 July 2020

NOTES: The deadline for calling in any of these decisions is 5.00 pm on 31 July 2020.

A copy of the Executive agenda setting out all the reports has previously been circulated to all 
Members of the Council.

Officers are asked to read this Decision Notice, as it is the responsibility of the Officer named in 
the Action Column to ensure that the appropriate action is taken.

If you require further information on any issue, please contact the Officer named in the right hand 
column.  For general information or to obtain a copy of any documentation please contact 
Democratic Services.

This was a virtual meeting.
Present: Mayor Mike Starkie, Councillors David Moore (Deputy Mayor), Steven Morgan and Andy 
Pratt.

Officers Present: Pat Graham, Chief Executive; Sarah Pemberton, Director of Corporate Services 
and Commercial Strategy; Clinton Boyce, Solicitor; Mike Graham, Political Advisor; Andrew Clarke, 
Communications and Engagement Manager; Stephanie Shaw, Electoral and Democratic Services 
Manager; Clive Willoughby, Democratic Services Officer; Claire Felters, Strategic Finance 
Accountant; Steve Smith, Nuclear Projects Manager; Gillian Butterworth, Performance and Risk 
Management Officer and Rose Blaney, Electoral Services Officer.

Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies for Absence received from Steven Brown, Director of Financial Resources.

Statements of Decisions – The Statements of Decisions made on the 16 June 2020 were agreed as 
a correct record and will be signed by the Mayor as soon as practicable. 



Item 
No.

Decision Action by

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS IN AGENDA ITEMS:

Decision

Councillor Andy Pratt declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 11 
(Business and Planning Bill) due to being Chair of Licensing Committee.

Reason for Decision

N/A

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

N/A

N/A
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4 WRITTEN QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Decision

Not applicable as no questions had been received from Members of the 
public.

Reason for Decision

N/A

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

N/A

N/A
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5 REPORTS FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

To receive any recommendations from the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee. 

Decision

Not applicable as no recommendations had been received from the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Reason for Decision

N/A

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

N/A

N/A
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6. FORWARD PLAN

Decision

RESOLVED - that the forward plan be agreed, subject to the following:-
 The amendment on agenda page 10 to the Copeland Community 

Fund to show the decision to be made by Executive on 15 
September 2020,

 The deletion of ISH from agenda page 10,
 The deletion of GDF from agenda page 10, and
 The addition of the Towns Fund Update which will be coming to 

Executive on 25 August 2020.
 
Reason for Decision

The Local Authority (Executive Arrangements (Access to information 
(England) Regulations 2012 requires a forward plan to be prepared in 
respect of key decisions.  The work plan is good practice.

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

N/A

N/A
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7. CORPORATE STRATEGY 2019-2020 PERFORMANCE PLAN - QUARTER FOUR 

Decision

RESOLVED – that progress made against the Corporate Strategy key 
deliverables and performance measured through Key Performance 
Indicators at the end of Quarter Four of 2019/20 be noted.
 
Reason for Decision

The report provides the Executive with details of progress and performance 
against the Corporate Strategy 2016-2020 for Quarter Four of 2019-20.

The Performance and Risk Management Officer was thanked for a 
comprehensive report.

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

No other options were considered.

Sarah 
Pemberton, 
Director of 
Corporate 
Services and 
Commercial 
Strategy
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8. 2019/20 REVENUE AND CAPITAL MONITORING REPORT – PROVISIONAL 

OUTTURN 

To receive the Provisional Outturn report which sets out the year end 
results against the Council’s Revenue and Capital Budgets for the 2019/20 
financial year. 

Decision

RESOLVED – that 
1) The 2019/20 Provisional Revenue Outturn of a £517k net overspend 

(as shown in Paragraph 1.2 and Appendix A of the agenda report) be 
noted, 

2) the summary of the revenue outturn variances (shown in Paragraph 
1.4 and Appendix A of the agenda report) be noted,

3) the budget carry forward requests of £266k and transfers from 
reserves (shown in Paragraph 1.6 and Appendix B of the agenda 
report) be approved.

4) The provisional capital outturn for 2019/20 (shown in Paragraph 
1.14 of the agenda report) be noted, and

5) The programming changes and amendments to the 2020/21 Capital 
Programme following the provisional outturn for 2019/20 (shown in 
Paragraph 1.15 of the agenda report) be recommended to Council.

Steven  Brown,
Director of 
Financial 
Resources



Reason for Decision

The proposals ensure the proper administration of the Council’s financial affairs to 
enable the continued delivery of services to Copeland residents.

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

No other options were considered.
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9. OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES ORDER 2020

The Council’s car parking order has been out for consultation since the last 
Executive meeting on 16 June 2020, following the consultation it is required 
to come before the Executive for approval and adoption.  

Decision

RESOLVED – that 
1) the updated report to the car parking order 2020, including the 

outcome of the 21 day public consultation period be noted.
2) That the County Council have been advised of the draft car parking 

order 2020 and final consent is expected, be noted.
3) The incorporation of any final changes proposed by the County 

Council, should they arise, and final approval be delegated to the 
Monitoring Officer in consultation with the Mayor.

4) The Car Parking Order 2020 together with the suggested minor 
amendments, shown at section 2 of the agenda report, be approved. 

Reason for Decision

A new off-street parking places order was proposed to replace the existing 
order, which dates back to 2002. The new order, which provides the 
framework for the management, use and enforcement of the Council’s car 
parks is needed to reflect current parking requirements and changes in 
technology. The order provides the means of managing or restricting the 
use of both pay and display and non-chargeable car parks as well as land 
that is used for parking within the Council’s estate.  

Executive approval was necessary to enable the process and ensure the
procedure for the order that is required could commence.  The draft order 
and relevant schedules were appended as Appendix A to the agenda report.         

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

No other options were considered.

Sarah 
Pemberton, 
Director of 
Corporate 
Services and 
Commercial 
Strategy.
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10. THE UK GOVERNMENT’S APPROACH TO IDENTIFYING A SITE FOR A 

GEOLOGICAL DISPOSAL FACILITY (GDF) FOR HIGHER-ACTIVITY RADIOACTIVE 
WASTE

This report provided Executive with an update on the Government’s search 
for a suitable site and a willing community to host a Geological Disposal 
Facility (GDF) for the disposal of the UK’s higher activity radioactive waste, 
as described within the Government’s Working with Communities (WwC) 
policy. Executive were aware that the vast majority of the waste destined 
for a GDF is currently stored on the Sellafield site.

Decision

RESOLVED – that: 
A) the current position on the UK government’s approach to identifying 

a site for a geological disposal facility (GDF) for higher-activity 
radioactive waste be noted.

B) Council opens up discussions with RWM Ltd with a view to 
establishing a working group in Copeland to explore any potential 
suitable sites for consideration as a location for a GDF with the 
following conditions attached:
1) That those areas of the borough currently within the boundary 

of the Lake District National Park are excluded from any 
consideration from the outset.

2) That in recognition of the current Working with Communities 
process which allows for a GDF to be located in an inshore area, 
that the inshore area off the coast of Copeland is worthy of 
consideration.

3) That the Council wants to see a credible and independent Chair 
appointed to the working group and that all the Council’s 
legitimate costs of engaging in this process are covered. 

Reason for Decision

This report provided Executive with the current position with regards the 
Government’s search for a suitable site and a willing community to host a 
Geological Disposal Facility.

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

No other options were considered.

Pat Graham, 
Chief Executive.
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11. BUSINESS AND PLANNING BILL

The Business and Planning Bill deals with a number of issues designed to 
support business and development. It has passed through the House of 
Commons and is progressing through the House of Lords. It is expected to 
be law over the coming days. This report dealt with decisions needed in 
readiness for it becoming law. This is because parts of the Act take 
immediate effect with strict time limits imposed for the determination of 
some applications. 

Decision

RESOLVED – that, subject to the Business and Planning Bill becoming law:

a) The executive function of determining applications for a pavement 
licence in accordance with part 1 of the Business and Planning Act 
2020 be delegated to the Public Protection Manager, such 
delegation to include setting up new process and determining 
standard (published) and specific conditions to be attached to a 
licence and duration of licence,

b) the Executive determined that a fee would be waived for an 
application made in respect of a pavement licence resulting from the 
Business and Planning Bill;

c) a review against a refusal of an application by the Public Protection 
Manager be delegated to the Chief Executive in consultation with 
the Mayor who may then grant the application, if appropriate, and 
subject to such conditions as may be appropriate and for a specified 
duration

d) enforcement of conditions attached to a pavement licence is 
delegated to both the Public Protection Manager and the 
Community Services Manager (and in respect of the latter, the 
Council’s Enforcement Officers);

e) in the event of either (a) the function changing, before enactment, 
to a non-executive function or (b) the Act being brought into force 
prior to the expiry of the call in period for the Executive decision, 
that it be noted that the Chief Executive will, using urgent decision 
making powers, endorse the above recommendations and respect 
the level of fee, if any, set by the Executive; and

f) the possible changes in respect of licensing and planning matters, 
referred to in the report, be noted.

Reason for Decision

The Business and Planning Bill (‘the Bill’), currently being considered by 
Parliament, introduces temporary measures to support businesses and 
protect existing planning permissions through the Covid-19 pandemic. This 
report is mainly concerned with ‘pavement licences’ which allows cafes and 
pubs to place tables and chairs on highways to assist with social distancing 
and to bring some normality to trade.

Pat Graham, 
Chief Executive.



Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

No other options were considered.
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 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

Decision

RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded for the remaining items 
of business in view of the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined 
in paragraph 3 of part 1 of the Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 
1972 (as amended)

Reason for Decision

N/A

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

N/A

N/A
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12. UPDATE ON COPELAND BOROUGH COUNCIL’S DEVELOPMENT OF A 

BUSINESS CASE FOR WHITEHAVEN AGAINST THE FUTURE HIGH STREETS 
FUND

Copeland Borough Council was invited by the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) to develop a full Business 
Case for investment in Whitehaven through the Future High Streets Fund 
(FHSF).  

The benefit to Copeland residents from the development of an evidenced 
case for investment in Whitehaven is potential significant funding into the 
town, both through Government, public and private sector partners.  The 
regeneration of our town centres will bring improved economic prosperity 
with a knock-on increase in jobs, new businesses and visitors to the area.   

Pat Graham, 
Chief Executive.



Decision

RESOLVED – that

a) the final Full Business Case submission to MHCLG and the ongoing 
submission to Sellafield Ltd (SL) Social Impact Fund for co-funding be 
noted, and

b) the progress against the acquisitions programme funded through 
the Council and Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership (CLEP) be 
noted.

Reason for Decision

The report presented an update to the Executive confirming the final submission 
to MHCLG with a note on progress.  

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

No other options were considered.
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13. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:

Decision

It was noted that the next meeting of the Executive would be held on 
Tuesday 25 August 2020 at 10:00am. This will be a virtual meeting.

Reason for Decision

N/A

Alternative options considered and rejected (if any)

N/A

N/A

The Meeting closed at 11:05am 

Mayor


